
James William Penix  was
born on March 12, 1877 in
Frenchburg, Menifee county,
Kentucky.  James died on August
30, 1936 in Belle, West Virginia
and was buried in Olympia,
Kentucky.

James married Mary Sophia

Kincaid  who was born on January
18, 1879 in Olympia, Kentucky.
Mary Sophia died on April 6,
1957 in Long Beach, California
and was buried in Olympia,
Kentucky.  They were married on
October 10, 1896.  James and
Mary had 14 children including a
set of twins who died a few days
after birth.

The children for James and
Sophia are:

Nancy Bethel Penix.
Georgia May Penix.

Dorothy Elizabeth Penix.
Kathyrn Agnes Penix.
Wilhelmina Penix.
Unnamed twins .
John Char les Wi l l iam

Penix.
Ethel Thelma Penix.
Benjamin Franklyn Penix.
Cleveland Pain Penix.
Reba Louise Penix.
Helen Arbutus Penix.
Betty Jean  Penix.

James Wi l l iam Pen ix
r e c e i v e d  h i s  t e a c h i n g
certificate in Kentucky and
started teaching school at the
age of fifteen.

In 1908 James and four
others, two men and two women,
backed the first women to run
for public office in the county.
Her candidacy was for the
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democratic nomination for County
School Superintendent.  She was
returned the winner by a margin
of 314 votes, there by gaining
the distinction of being the
first women to serve in an
elective office in the history
of the county.

Marcellous remembers eating
a lot of meals at their house.
James always sat at the head of
the table.  He always wore a
suit and a white shirt.
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Benjamin Franklin Penix  was
born on February 5, 1889 in

Frenchburg, Menifee county,
Kentucky.  He died in December
1971 in Morehead, Kentucky.
Benjamin married Ann Virginia
Y o u n g  on June 28, 1911 in
Selbiana, Pike county, Kentucky.
Ann was the daughter of James
Henry Young and Armin Elizabeth
Williams.

Ann was born on July 15,
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1890 in Pikeville, Kentucky.
She died in Morehead, Kentucky
on June 15, 1982.

Benjamin and Ann Penix had
six children:

Doris Welton Penix  born
on August 23, 1912 in Olympia,
Bath county, Kentucky.  She
married Harold Pelfrey  on
December 23, 1943.

Kenton Franklin Penix
"Tob" was born on March 29,1914
in Hell ier, Pike county,
Kentucky.  He married Peggy
Reynolds .

El izabeth  Ann Pen ix
"Lib" was born on June 26, 1915
in Prestonburg, Floyd county,
Kentucky.  She married two times
with the last being to a man
with the last name of Foote .

Lurline Virginia Penix
was born on July 30, 1917 in
Pine Grove, Clark county,
Kentucky.  She married Austin
Alfrey .

Ethel  Margaret  Penix
"Muff" was born on August 4,
1920 in Farmers, Rowan county,
Kentucky.  She married Robert
B. Scott  on November 6, 1943.

Francis Young Penix w a s
born on April 3, 1927 in
Farmers, Rowan county, Kentucky.
She  Mar r i ed  J .  G r a n t
O'Donnell .
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Ann Elizabeth  "Queen"
Penix  was born on June 21, 1891

in Frenchburg, Menifee county,
Kentucky.  She married 1 3   the
first of her six husbands on
13 See appendix for additional information on 
Queenie.  Look for Strange Romance story.

April 1, 1908.  She died on
February 11, 1977 in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

Ann's first husband was
James Elmore Hovermale  who
was born on January 21, 1891 in
Salt  L ick,  Bath county,
Kentucky. James died on January
19, 1945 in Salt Lake City,
Utah.

Another husband was Cyrus
Edson Droubay  born on February
28, 1897 in Toole, Utah.  They
were married in 1923.  Cyrus
died on December 7, 1932.  

Ann had four children with
James Hovermale:

Nancy Edith Hovermale
(Radabaugh Dondero).

Eva Delores Hovermale
was born on August 11, 1913.
She married Gerald Francis
C o n l e y  on May 27, 1933 in
Boston Massachusetts.

There were three children

in this marriage:
• Spencer Francis Conley

born on March 4, 1934 married
Iris Daniels  then second
wife Janet Hill .
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Spencer and Iris had two
children:

- Andrea Denise Conley .
- Michelle Conley .

There was one child in
the second marriage.
- Chris Francis Conley .

• Margaret Ann Conley  born
on June 16, 1942 was a teacher
and was married to Leonardo
Regalado  in 1965.

They had two children in
this marriage:

- F rancesca  Marga re t
Regalado.
- M a t t h e w  L e a r n a d o

Regalado .
• Mary Elizabeth Conley

was born on March 17, 1945,
was a nurse and married
William W Richards  MD.
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They have a daughter:
- J e n n i f e r  L o u i s e

Richards

Izola Margaret Hovermale
born in 1916 and died in 1920 in
Bath county .

Vera Lucille Hovermale
was married in 1949 to Verden
dale Wightman .  She married
Char les Wi l l iam Frey  on
October 19, 1963.

There were six children by
this marriage:

Triplets that were adopted, born
in 1946 were:

• Maurine Elain Frey  who
married Earl Merrill.  They
had one child:

- Dean William Merrill .
• Michael James Frey  who

Married Elizabeth Ann Abbo t
and had four children:

- Elissa Ann Frey .
- Julie Frey .
- Patricia Frey .
- Rachael Frey .

• Timothy William Frey  who
married Dixie Darnbas  and
had four children:

- Shawn Frey.
- Marlies Frey.
- Jeffrey Frey.
- Matthew Frey.

The other children were:
• Paula Frey  who married

Stan Skinner  and had two
children:

- Brandon Skinner .
- Crystal Skinner .

• Penny Frey  who was married
then divorced.
• Jennifer Frey  who married

Danny Ogilvie .
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Thomas Quicksall Penix
was born on April 6, 1893 in
Olympia, Bath county, Kentucky.
He died on August 30, 1973 in
Akron, Ohio.  He married Clara
Grace Syck  on June 10, 1915 in
P ikev i l l e ,  P ike  coun ty ,

Kentucky.  Clara was born on
June 28, 1896 in Sanger, West
Virginia.  Tom and Clara had a
set of twins that lived only a
few months.

The other children in this
marriage were:

Mildred Faye Penix born
in 1919 and married to a
Fowler.

Mary Evelyn Penix b o r n
in 1921 and married and
Eskridge.

Thomas later  marr ied
Mollie Annie Taylor  and had
one son in this marriage:

Ermal Eugene Penix  and
was born on April 1, 1935.
Ermal Eugene Penix married Mary
Elizabeth Conlon  on July 23,
1960.  Mary Elizabeth was the
daughter of John Conlon of
Akron, Ohio.
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Ruth Emily Penix  was born
on May 7, 1896 in Olympia, Bath
county, Kentucky.  She died on
November 24, 1944 in Olympia,
Bath county, Kentucky.  She
married Silas Tinsley Daniel
on April 26, 1913.  Silas is the
son of Luther Daniel and Ellen
Tuck.

There were two children by
this marriage:

Katherine Juanita Daniel
was born on April 7, 1914 and
died on October 15, 1984.
Katherine was the Mountain
Laurel Festival Beauty Queen in
1936.  She married E l i j a h
Hogge  in 1936 and B.B Fortney
on March 9, 1946.  There were no
children by either marriage.

Charles Calvin Daniel
was born on March 22, 1916. He
married Myrtle Mildred Martin
who was born on August 1, 1817

and is the daughter of John L.
Martin and Ida B. Thick.  The
marriage took place on February
12, 1935.

There were five children in
this marriage:

• Shirley Ann Daniel  was
born on December 7, 1935 in
Morehead, Kentucky.  She died
the day of birth and is buried
in Olympia, Bath county,
Kentucky.
• William Len Daniel  was

born on August 12, 1943 and
died on November 15, 1944.  He
is buried in Barbuton, Ohio
were he died.
• Charles Russell Daniel

was born on April 29, 1937.
He married Patricia Sumer
who was born on October 30,
1941 and is the daughter of
Stephen Sumer and Elaine
McClure.

There were five children in
this marriage:

- Charles Steven.
- Tery Lynn.
- Leigh Ann.
- Russell David .
- M i c h e l l e  M a r i e

Daniel .
Charles later married

Helen Elizabeth Stover  who
was born on February 12, 1948
and is the daughter of Carlton
Stover and Arena Tope.

There were two children in
this marriage:

- Kelly  Sue Daniel .
- Kelvin Daniel.

• Nancy Katheryn Daniel
was born on November 27, 1939.
She married Arlin Vanke  who
was born in July 1936 and is
the son of Lewis and Velje
Vanke of Burbuton, Ohio.

There were two children in
this marriage:
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- Jeffrey Arlin .
- Craig Allen.

• Ida Ruth Daniel  was born
on October 31, 1948.  Nothing
further is known by this
writer about Ida.
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Stanley Collin Penix  was
born on December 1, 1899 in Bath
county, Kentucky.  He died on
January 19, 1974 in Lexington,
Kentucky.  He married Mary
Francis Stepp (Stippe) on
December 28, 1920.

They raised a foster child:

 Bruce Powell  of Frankfort,
Kentucky who died in 1983.
Nothing further is known about
Stanley by this writer.
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John Monroe Penix  was
born on September 27, 1878 in

Menifee County, Kentucky.  He
was the second son of William
Washington Penix and Nancy
Carolyn Quicksall who were both
born in Morgan County, Kentucky.

John was a farmer all his
life where he resided in bath
county, Kentucky. John Married
Lillie Smith   on January 14,
1912 in Bath County, Kentucky.  

Lillie was the daughter of
Jesse James Smith born in Bath
County, Kentucky and Nancy Jane
Downs born in Salt Lick

County,Kentucky.
John and Lillie had two

daughters and four sons all of
which I expand on in the next
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several sections.  John and
Lillie eventually divorced and
he remained alone on his farm
until he passed away.

John had five brothers and
five sisters.  The brothers were
James W., Ben F., Charles Leon ,
Thomas Quicksall, and Stanley C.
The s is ters  were Queen
Elizabeth, Ruth E., Ida, Bertha
and Mary.

The brothers and sisters of
Lillie are Minnie, Lafayette,
Charlie, William, Emma, Clemma,
Jimmie, Maggie, Luther and Laura
Annie.

John died at the age of 87
on April 6, 1965 in Lexington,
Kentucky after a brief illness.
John is next in the line of
descendents.

The following history for
John was written by Jesse Penix
Underwood from her memories as a
child.

'John Penix was the second
son of W.W. Penix and Nancy
Caroline Quicksall.  I believe
he was spoi led by h is
grandmother Nancy Pierce who may
have bought him his "wheels"
(See Family picture.)  He was 34
years old when he married Lillie
Smith.  He told Lillie's parents
that they would run away if they
didn't give consent to the
marr iage which they had
hesitated to do since Lillie was
only 14 years old at the time.

When I was about six years
old My father came down with a
bone disease which resulted in a
running sore on his knee.  He
went to Charleston,West Virginia
to visit his brother Ben who
entered him into the hospital.
They wanted to cut off the leg
above the knee, so, John put on
his clothes and came home.  We
moved to the "pond place" which

was near his father and mother
so they could watch over him
while my mother went to work in
Cynthiana, Kentucky to pay the
bills.  A strange came along and
told John that he could cure the
leg with an herbal medicine.  He
gave the recipe to my mother who
gathered the barks and herbs and
made a syrup which John was to
take every day (I think I still
have the recipe somewhere).

I believe he also had gout
because he couldn't stand the
sheets touching his feet (editor
note: son Willie had gout
also.).  After a while the
medicine worked well enough for
John to limp on a stiff leg.
From then on he worked at odd
jobs, farmed and even worked on
the C & O railroad as a
"waterboy".

After John was well enough
to work he bought the "Wright"
place about two miles east of my
grandfather.  I believe my
grandfather also gave him
another house with 15 acres.
John put the two together and
built a nice house with a double
fireplace in the center and it
also had a back porch.

We kids picked blackberries
and sold them to buy screen wire
to put around the porch to keep
the flies out.  This is the home
where Archie and Alvie were
chopping wood and Archie dared
Alvie to chop with his toes on
the wood (See story recalled by
me as told by Archie.). Alvie
did chop but Archie lost only
one toe forever.

In April 1941 Alvie and
Archie were riding in a truck
bed.  The man driving had an
accident and Alvie got his nose
all bent and he lost some teeth.
By this time my mother and
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father were separated and my
father was made guardian.  He
talked the boys into buying the
"sour Springs" home until he
became too sick to live alone.
He then moved in with Callie and
stayed there until his death.

The following is the recipe
that was given to John that made
him well.  Lilly gathered the
ingredients and made the syrup.

Blood Purifier

Prickley Ash
Sasaparilla
Wild Cherry
Blood Root
Dogwood

Equal parts
Boil, add sugar for a syrup
Cool and add a pint of alcohol
for each gallon

Take 1 tsp before each meal
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